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Sermon-Aligned Life Group Guide
Sunday, January 4, 2026
Philippians 1:3-11


Connection Points
1. Cultural Counterfeits – Ladies, join us on February 7 for an inspiring event at Beech Haven Church. Author and speaker Jen Oshman will challenge women to reject the false promises of culture—whether beauty, success, sexuality, or other good gifts elevated to idols—and instead embrace the true freedom and joy found in Jesus Christ. Together, we’ll discover how to rest in God’s design and walk confidently in our eternal identity in Him. Invite your friends and don’t miss this opportunity to find hope, peace, and purpose that lasts.
2. Discover Beech Haven – Are you interested in getting connected at Beech Haven? Discover Beech Haven is a pre-membership gathering designed to help you take the next step in belonging to a church family committed to cultivating the unwavering hope of Jesus in every generation. At this event, you'll meet others who are new to Beech Haven, hear directly from Pastor Rob about our mission, values, and disciple-making strategy in Athens and beyond, and discover how your story can become part of what God is doing through our church. High school students who are interested in membership are also encouraged to attend. Refreshments and childcare will be available. The address will be sent by email a few days before the event. Come and discover how you can be a part of Beech Haven!
Main Point
The church is called to live as partners in grace by giving thanks for one another, trusting God to complete His work, and praying for continual growth that brings Him glory.

Sermon Synopsis
God forms the church into a family marked by gratitude for His saving work, confidence in His ongoing grace, and prayerful commitment to one another’s growth in Christ. From Philippians 1:3–11, Paul models a gospel-shaped love that gives thanks to God for partnership in the gospel, trusts God to finish what He begins, and longs for believers to grow in discerning, Christlike love until the day of Christ. Therefore, the church is called to actively express gratitude, encourage one another with confidence in God’s faithfulness, and pray persistently so that Christ is glorified through a community shaped by grace.



Lean In
1. Who are people outside of your immediate family for whom you thank God when you think of them? 

2. Who have you partnered with in advancement of the gospel? What did that partnership look like?  What did you do and what did they do?  (examples include co-leading a Life Group of any age, serving with others to make an event happen, ministry outside the church to believers or non-believers, a mission trip, etc.)



Look Down
Leader note: Acts 16 describes the beginning of the church in Philippi followed by the story of the healing of a demon-possessed girl and Paul and Silas thrown in prison.  For context for today’s focal passage in Philippians, read Acts 16:11-15. 

Read Philippians 1:3-8
3. [bookmark: _Int_BYbdwbLJ]God began a good work in the Philippians.  What is that work?  
[bookmark: _Int_08LFUbH5]Leader note: The ‘work’ referenced here is our salvation.  That salvation, while secure, continues to conquer more of our soul as we grow closer to God (‘carry it to completion’).  Jesus is the ‘pioneer’ and ‘perfecter’ of our faith (Heb. 12:2; see also 1 Thes. 5:23-24.). See Phil. 2:12-13 and note both divine and human activity—what God does and what we do.  

4. Is Paul’s confidence in God or the Philippians?  What does it matter?
Leader note: Paul’s confidence is in God. Confidence placed in an infallible, all-knowing, all-loving, all-powerful being is better than placing confidence in compromised humans. 

5. Vv. 7-8 Describe Paul’s sense of partnership—how he feels about the people of the church at Philippi.  Identify the words Paul uses that convey feeling.
Leader note: These verses capture the depth of closeness that happens when people are on mission together.  How have you experienced a depth of relationship when you work with other versus just attend church or Life Groups?

Read Philippians 1:9-11
6. Paul prays that love would abound with "knowledge and every kind of discernment." Why is love without discernment dangerous, and why is knowledge without love insufficient?  Cf. 1 Cor. 8:1b-3 and 1 Cor. 13:2.

7. According to vv. 9-10, what two things does love enable?  
[bookmark: _Int_LTeDZdIS]Leader note: 1) Ability to discern what is best and 2) be pure and  blameless.  How does love enable these things? 

Look In
8. Unfinished Work: Paul is confident that God is still working on the Philippians. In what area of your life do you feel "under construction" right now, and how does verse 6 give you peace in that process?


9. Engaged in Relationships: Paul’s prayer is deeply specific. How would our relationships change if we shifted our prayers for others from "fix their problems" to the "abounding in love for knowledge, discernment, purity and blamelessness" as Paul prays in verses 9-11? (Start praying for someone like that this week!)  How would our relationships changed if we truly saw ourselves partnering with fellow church members for the sake of the gospel? 

  
Look Out
10. Our culture often defines love as affirmation without discernment. How does Paul’s prayer challenge that definition?

11. True Partnership: The world views "partnership" as a way to get ahead or gain influence. How does the "partnership in the gospel" (v. 5) offer a more meaningful version of community to a lonely world?


Gospel Conversation Ideas
1. The "Work in Progress" Bridge: "I used to feel like I had to be perfect for God to accept me, but I've been reading this letter where it says God is the one who starts and finishes the work in us. Does that change how you view 'religion'?"
1. The Source of Joy: "I've been struck by how a man in prison (Paul) could write so much about joy. It makes me realize that real joy isn't about my circumstances, but a person. Have you ever wondered where that kind of internal peace comes from?"
1. A Prayer of Value: "I was praying for our community today using a passage from Philippians that asks for 'love to abound with discernment.' If you could have anyone pray anything for you, what kind of 'growth' would you want to see in your own life?"

Closing Prayer
Father, we thank You for the gift of the gospel and for the people You have placed in our lives to walk with us in faith. We praise You that You are faithful to complete the good work You have begun in us, and we rest in Your steady grace. Shape our love so that it grows with knowledge and discernment, helping us choose what truly honors You. May our lives be filled with the fruit that comes through Jesus Christ, for Your glory and praise, and send us out to love others beyond ourselves. We pray this with confidence in Christ. Amen.
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